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10 October 1853

Holland, Michigan

The sole purpose of this Consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church of Holland
was to receive the request of Widow Broersma who wished to be married to K. Mulder.
Mulder was not yet a confessing member but as a baptized member, he was under the
supervision of the congregation. Although the hoped-for nine months had not yet passed,
the Consistory had to acknowledge that the decision of two Dutch synods called for a
waiting period of four and one-half months. The Consistory reluctantly approved the
request. Members of Consistory present were elders Labots, Jonker, Wilterdink,
Appeldoorn, Broek, and Hekhuis and deacons Keppel, Wilterdink, and de Weerd. Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte presided and again served as the clerk.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.
Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, Minutes of the Consistory, volume I, pp. 73-74.
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however, does not lead to any decision.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Elder Wilterdink

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on October 10, 1853

Present were Elders Labots, Jonker, Wilterdink, Appeldoorn, Broek, and Hekhuis;
Deacons Keppel, Wilterdink, and de Weerd; and Rev. van Raalte

ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte. The minutes
were read and approved.
ARTICLE 2— The president brings up the request of Widow Broersma, who wishes lobe
married to K. Mulder in a church ceremony. Much time is spent in a comprehensive
discussion concerning the remarriage of widows before nine months (of widowhood).
The result was: although all of the brothers dislike this indelicate haste to be married,
taking into consideration the offense which is likely to occur by postponing the marriage,
it is the judgment of classis that rejection of such marriages cannot be consistently
maintained. This is also in harmony with the decision of two Dutch synods, where
widows are required to wait for 4-1/2
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months.
By a nearly unanimous vote, the brethren judged that this marriage must be performed;
however, under the stigma of disapproval.
It is also decided by the majority that they do not have the freedom to prevent Widow
Broersma from marrying K. Mulder. The reason for this is that he, as a baptized
member, has placed himself under the supervision of the congregation. Even though
there are negative comments about his behavior, this would place him under the
admonition of the church. It should not lead to an obstruction of the marriage ceremony.
The meeting was closed with prayer.

A. C. van Raalte

Meeting Held on November 22, 1853

All members were present, except H. Broek.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2- A report and an accounting of the poor fund was given by Brother Keppel.
His report was approved and, on behalf of the consistory, Labots signed the report.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother de Weerd reports on the receipts for the salary of the pastor. It
appears that the pastor received $251.00 in 1852 and approximately $240.00 in 1853.
This number is far below the required $600.00, and much discussion followed concerning
the necessity to pay the pastor his salary, as well as the destructive
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